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To support schools to engage in current thinking about a
future curriculum and teaching practices

To support schools to develop creative approaches to
curriculum and teaching development

To share & discuss examples of practice and research
evidence from Enquiring Minds project
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Why are we here?

What reasons do we
have for being
Interested In Enquiring
Minds now?
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Pupils ‘tumed off

bycurriculum

1| The Governments leading advis

A

or on the currculum has admitted
st o 8 a2 wumnmoll by
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Mk Waters, director .. cur-

| rculum at the Qualifications and

Lurncuium Authority, sakd man

- pupdls were “walking away” frof
- schools because thelr courses were
uninspiring
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seeker children, the children whi
are carers, who are sil-harmers
YO are pregnant™ he asked
amehow we have 1o find a
O uium which will work
Aand heir needs. rather than
Areich the children 1o fit the cur.
riculum. I think we have got a real
challenge there ™
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Frustrations about Voice &

curriculum participation

What reasons do we
Changing | have f(_)r belng_ |
economy Interested in Enquiring

Minds now? | KAE RN
cultures

Enhancing teaching
profession
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The objectives of Enquiring Minds

2 KFG GeéeLllsS 2F WOdzNNA Odzf dzy Q
become independent researchers and enquirers?

What happens when students are given more control
over what and how they learn?

How would this change the nature of teackstudent
relationships?
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Story so far

Sept 2005  Teacher & researcheavorkshops series 2 researchers, 10
0SIF OKONS diG2/3 'y | LILIINEZI OK
Winter 2006 KS3 oftimetable experiments
Teacher finterviews

Sept 2006  Timetabled EM classes establishet0pupils, KS3
Baseline data collectianc.500 paper surveys

Summer Collation & analysis of data200hrs+ lessonbs, 32 student
2007 interviews, teacher 2 interviews, 120 EM surveys, c.580rveys

Sept 2007  Expansiof EMt entire year group provision (¢.500 students)
Baseline data collection

Spring 2008 Final data collection, analysis & reporting
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“It's one of the things that we as teachers most
complain about, how there's a lack in independence
and resilience on the part of the kids. When you're
working and teaching in a system where the school's
judged by exam results and then the teachers are
judged by their contribution to the exam results, it's
hardly surprising then that the teachers have tried to
do more and more to push information into their heads.”

Advanced skills teacher

“I know that most of the school curriculum is what we
want them to learn, which is fine but it maybe doesn’t
tap into what they want to learn or tap into their own
interests or things that they value as important.”

Assistant headteacher
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“Every member of staff in this school knows that our
biggest challenge is getting Kids to take responsibility
for their work. And we have a situation now where you
have perfectly able pupils who don't aspire, aren't
interested, aren’t motivated by what's put in front

of them... Anything we can do to actually promote
interest and promote enquiry and skills in everything
that this project is about, as far as | see it, is a

good thing.”

Assistant headteacher
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Evidence so far

High % Mid % Low % |
| am interested in my lessons
Enquiring Minds 54 36 5
School overall 31 63 b
Everyone has the chance to say what they think
Enquiring Minds 87 13 -
School overall 53 36 11
Lessons are about things that are important in my life
Enquiring Minds 40 46 14
School overall 25 38 37
Learning happens by doing and net listening
Enquiring Minds 57 36 7
School overall by 41 15
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“It's kind of like where you've got a free mind and you
can explore different things that you want to learn.
And you've got your right to your own opinion, and
nothing you say can be said 'Oh that's wrong’ and
stuff... It's good to have a bit of that mixed in with
everything else.”

Girl, Year 8

“I do like this lesson. ‘Cause you're doing all different
sorts of like lessons. Like in some bits you might do a
bit of science, some bits maybe a bit of maths.”

Boy, Year 8
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“I think sometimes you just sort of think, ‘'Oh what am
| going to do now?’ but... if you actually look at the
questions you can think of about a million more to
ask... In some cases you just need to know what you're
doing, you need to slow down sometimes, just sort of
stop and think about it.”

Boy, Year 7

"Sometimes it was fun and sometimes it was quite
frustrating and that, because yourself you just
wouldn’t get anywhere sometimes in lessons. But then
other lessons you'd get really far on your own and feel
like really proud of yourself.”

Girl, Year 7
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Enquiring Minds In practice

1. How to help studentsitiate enquiry
2. How to help studentstructure enquiry
3. How toevaluateenquiry
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A changing curriculum?

How does Enquiring Minds relate to policy agendas and other
educational initiatives?

Personalisation Cr
Learning to Le
Accelerated Learni
Building Le g Power
DCSF National Turriculum Inquiry
QCA Personal, L.rning & Thinking Skills

| Student Voice
ment for Learning
pening Minds
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Sociology of youth » Sociology of school knowledge

cultures / cultural studies
Common culture

Radical critiques

Deconstructive

Areas of
experience Personalisation

Opening DEMOS

Minds
Academic, Utilitarian, Process-led/ Creativity
subject-based objective-led -driven
< National curriculum >
QCA Futures >
Resistant Multiple Learning to
pedagogy intelligences Learn

- Critical Accelerated ELLI
literacy learning



Classroom techniques

Time

-How is time organised or divided up in th
lesson?

-Who controls time in the lesson? How is
this decided? Is there room for
negotiation?

Space

e -How is space organised in the classrog
What initial messages does this sugg
about classroom interactions

-Who controls the layout of classroo
space”

-What is the nature of classroom
resources? Are they derived from school
adz06 2S00aK hNJ FNRY
-Who is responsible for the introduction,
collection, organisation of resources?

Resources

(

-Who talks in the classrogm? Who cantr
DK A f RNJSyQa SELJS NJ\ta“}k;ﬁ

-What is the nature of talk in the classrog
(egdebate, questiorand-response)”

Languagge




Practical change in schools

Challenges

What barriers exist to putting new
approaches into action?

What opportunities exist?

People

What people do you need to wo
with/convince? How do you approa
them? What supporting materials a

arguments do you need

What resources will help you to put into
place these approaches?

Where will you source them?

Resources

What do you need to do no
What is your action planf:

Actions
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