


¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƛƳ

To support schools to engage in current thinking about a 
future curriculum and teaching practices

To support schools to develop creative approaches to 
curriculum and teaching development

To share & discuss examples of practice and research 
evidence from Enquiring Minds project



Why are we here?

What reasons do we 
have for being 

interested in Enquiring 
Minds now?





What reasons do we 
have for being 

interested in Enquiring 
Minds now?

Frustrations about 
curriculum

Changing 
economy

Voice & 
participation

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
cultures

Enhancing teaching 
profession



The objectives of Enquiring Minds

²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ΨŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
become independent researchers and enquirers?

What happens when students are given more control 
over what and how they learn? 

How would this change the nature of teacher-student 
relationships?



Story so far

Time Activity

Sept 2005 Teacher & researcherworkshops seriesτ2 researchers, 10 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ άŎƻ-ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ

Winter 2006 KS3 off-timetableexperiments
Teacher 1st interviews

Sept 2006 Timetabled EM classes establishedτ120pupils, KS3
Baseline data collectionτc.500 paper surveys

Summer 
2007

Collation & analysis of dataτ200hrs+ lesson obs, 32 student 
interviews, teacher 2nd interviews, 120 EM surveys, c.500 surveys

Sept 2007 Expansionof EMτentire year group provision (c.500 students)
Baseline data collection

Spring 2008 Final data collection, analysis & reporting







Evidence so far









1. How to help students initiate enquiry

2. How to help students structureenquiry

3. How to evaluateenquiry

Enquiring Minds in practiceEnquiring Minds in practice



A changing curriculum?

How does Enquiring Minds relate to policy agendas and other 
educational initiatives?

Personalisation  | Creativity   | Student Voice

Learning to Learn   | Assessment for Learning     

Accelerated Learning  | Opening Minds     

Building Learning Power

DCSF National Curriculum Inquiry

QCA Personal, Learning & Thinking Skills



Curriculum

Pedagogy

Academic, 

subject-based

Utilitarian, 

objective-led

Process-led/  

-driven

Critical 

literacy

Multiple 

intelligences

Learning to 

Learn

Accelerated 

learning

Areas of 

experience

Sociology of youth 

cultures / cultural studies

Sociology of school knowledge

Common culture

Radical critiques

Deconstructive

National curriculum

QCA Futures

Enquiring 

Minds

Opening 

Minds

DEMOS

Creativity

Resistant 

pedagogy

ELLI

Personalisation



Classroom techniques

Time
-How is time organised or divided up in the 
lesson?
-Who controls time in the lesson? How is 
this decided? Is there room for 
negotiation?

Space
-How is space organised in the classroom? 

What initial messages does this suggest 
about classroom interactions?

-Who controls the layout of classroom 
space? 

-What is the nature of classroom 
resources? Are they derived from school 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΚ hǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΚ 
-Who is responsible for the introduction, 
collection, organisation of resources?

Resources

-Who talks in the classroom? Who controls 
talk? 

-What is the nature of talk in the classroom 
(egdebate, question-and-response)?

Language



Practical change in schools

Challenges
What barriers exist to putting new 
approaches into action?

What opportunities exist?

People
What people do you need to work 

with/convince? How do you approach 
them? What supporting materials and 

arguments do you need?

What resources will help you to put into 
place these approaches? 

Where will you source them?

Resources

What do you need to do now? 

What is your action plan?

Actions



Resources to help you




